There are, perhaps, few subjects in the whole range of medical science so copiously illustrated, and at the same time having such a perplexing literature, as that of puerperal diseases. The former circumstance is due to the special interest, both scientific and practical, incident to morbid changes communicated to post-partum physiological processes; the latter to the almost endless variety and complexity of these changes and of the consequent or coincident diseases. While some of these disorders are confessedly specific in character, others seem to be ordinary com-152 Dr. Murray on Puerperal Pyemia.
plaints, modified by the peculiar condition of system succeeding parturition. A third class, again, originating like the first in causes peculiar to the puerperal state, are in themselves diseases met with independently of that condition, merely modified and complicated by the diseased action in which they originated.
The following case affords an example of the combination of a disease of the first with one of the third class. The symptoms which at the outset, as will be seen from the subjoined report, were those of the rare and fatal form of puerperal fever termed by Dr. Blundel hydrosis, terminated in those of pyemia. 
